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Biorem Technologies Inc. is an 
innovative biotechnology company 
that designs, manufactures and 
distributes high-efficiency air 
emissions control systems. Their 
solutions eliminate odours, volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) and 
hazardous air pollutants (HAPs). 

THE CANADIAN COMPANY serves municipali-

ties and industrial companies around the world, 

with bases in Guelph, Ontario, Victor, New York 

and Beijing, China.

“Two-thirds to three-quarters of our busi-

ness is outside of the country. We work in about 

23 different countries, including those in Central 

and South America, the Middle East, Africa and 

Asia,” President and CEO Derek Webb tells  

The Canadian Business Journal, as the company 

celebrates their 25th year in business. 

Though Biorem’s prime market is in munici-

pal wastewater and waste management, they 

are actively involved in approximately 15 dif-

ferent industries, including petrochemicals, 

pharmaceuticals, chemical production, food 

and beverages, and more. 
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A flexible leader in 
Canada’s environmental 
services industry
Biorem, short for “bioremediation,” was born 

from an idea over 25 years ago, when a 

Chairman at the University of Waterloo sought to 

use bacteria to rid soil of contaminants. 

“For a variety of reasons, we just couldn’t 

get the business going solely focusing on soil 

based applications. In the mid-90s we started 

looking at what we could do with the micro-

biological knowledge that we had and started 

applying it towards gaseous based emissions. 

We kept the name, but adapted the technology,” 

Webb explains. 

This adaptive spirit, which has been with the 

company since its foundation, has helped them 

to thrive in times of economic downturn and 

market changes. At the end of 2014, the com-

pany saw a change of management.

“It was a particularly bad year, and we really 

needed a different outlook and strategy to 

move forward. In 2015 I spent time restructur-

ing the company and trained the teams on the 

sales, operations, engineering and service sides. 

We now have a good, experienced team with a 

strong foundation. Our results were quite good 

this year,” Webb recalls. 

“Moving forward, I want to build on that 

foundation and scale this business. We are 

going to focus efforts on growing organically 

with our core businesses, but also expand into 

LF Manufacturing – FRP Specialists
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new niche markets geographically. We’ve got 

our eyes on a few international markets where 

we can make a big difference.”

In it for the long haul
In a time of volatility and changes in the mar-

ketplace, many biotech firms haven’t managed 

to stand the test of time. A company’s innova-

tive abilities can be tested in a few ways. For 

instance, in an ability to develop technology 

that not only has a place in the current eco-

nomic climate, but that also satisfies changing 

regulations. With a focus on the bigger picture, 

Biorem works with their clients as a com-

mitted partner, fostering positive, long-term 

relationships based on selling compliance 

rather than pieces of equipment.

“I am not interested in just selling a piece of 

equipment. What I want to do is come up with a 

fully optimized solution for our clients and work 

closely with them to find the best solution for each 

of their facilities. We take a fully integrated approach 

to finding a solution. We engineer equipment so 

that it is optimized for particular applications, so 

every job is a little bit different,” Webb remarks.

For instance, when Biorem commences a 

new project, whether for a wastewater plant or 

solid waste processing facility, they actively work 

with town councils and elected officials to ensure 

that the plant does not negatively impact the sur-

roundings. Through educating town councils and 

We care about what you care about. www.cowangroup.ca

Cowan Insurance Group would like to congratulate Biorem  
for 25 years of success and excellence.

We’re proud to be a strategic partner for over two decades and counting!

Business Insurance    |    Personal Insurance    |    Group Benefits    |    Wealth Management
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conducting community awareness programs, 

Biorem ensures from the get-go that their projects 

are successful.

“One of the most common objections, espe-

cially in jurisdictions with very strong legislation, is 

this not-in-my-backyard syndrome anytime there 

is a new facility. One of the biggest objections 

municipalities find from communities concerns 

the potential for odours or gaseous based pollut-

ants being omitted from these facilities. Certainly in 

some jurisdictions where you’ve got an educated, 

well-organized population, this can be a major 

impediment to getting a project off the ground,” 

Webb says.

Webb finds that in general, Ontario has been 

progressive about environmental technology. For 

instance, the province has implemented organ-

ics processing methods, green bin programs 

and opened treatment facilities, including com-

post facilities and anaerobic digesters which can 

convert waste material into methane gas for gen-

erating electricity. 

That being said, there have also been cases 

where companies or municipalities have invested 

tens of millions of dollars, only to have a facil-

ity built that needs to be closed due to a nuisance 

condition. Webb reveals that proper planning, 

communication, and installation of high-quality, 

well-operated systems allows these plants to coex-

ist in neighbourhoods without any problems.

“It’s been a spotty history in Ontario. There are 

facilities in London and Newmarket that have been 
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shut down because of odours. What I’m proud to 

say is that through our collaboration, municipalities 

such as Guelph, the Region of Peel, or the City of 

Toronto took the proper steps to educate the public 

and work with a reputable vendor. We’ve been able 

to install systems that allow them to operate their 

facilities with no negative impact on their neigh-

bourhoods,” he states.

In addition to the company’s collaborative, cus-

tomer oriented approach, Webb also credits Biorem’s 

success to having a superior supply network.

“We use high quality vendors, and we also treat 

them as partners. We may use a hundred different 

components that we integrate together to build 

these systems to solve our clients’ problems. A large 

part of that is based on the quality and the support 

that we get from our supplier network. We have 

found a way to operate a business and integrate 

a supply chain seamlessly so that we can provide 

after sales support and ensure our customers have 

a properly functioning piece of equipment for a 

long time.”

This integrative business focus has allowed 

Biorem to offer great service while building lasting 

relationships with various stakeholders.

A variety of customized 
solutions
Biorem’s air emission control solutions can be 

utilized to treat odours at a municipal plant, 

remove VOCs from an industrial facility, or 

Air Quality          Odor Control          Manufacturing          Water Treatment          Food & Beverage          Pharmaceutical          OEM’s

For over fifteen years IDT Systems has been proudly providing electrical support to manufacturers 
and OEM’s across North America. From a simple label to a complete design & build, we’re here to help.

If that sounds like your company we can help. Let us be your electrical partner.

In today’s expanding world of global competition and shrinking skilled labour pools, manufacturers and
OEM’s are finding it more difficult than ever to find the right blend of  talent and experience.

What can we provide?
Electrical Control Systems Design, Custom Control Panels, Industrial Programming, 

Control Rooms, Engraving, Commissioning & Sales Support

405 Maple Grove Road Cambridge, Ont. Canada
(519) 653-1200      sales@idtsys.com

www.idtsys.com
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condition a biogas stream from an agricul-

tural or landfill site. Each solution involves 

one of Biorem’s unique and patented media 

(Biosorbens®, XLD® or LWE®), which come with 

a 10-year guarantee.

Biofilter systems, which can treat air flows 

ranging from 100 to 500,000 cfm, can be used to 

remove odours, H2S, VOCs and HAPs in sundry 

applications to suit various industrial needs. These 

systems are available in many sizes and con-

figurations, from modular units to field erected 

systems. These biofilters feature custom units 

built to the client’s specifications, low-cost instal-

lation and exceptional performance—greater than 

99% of H2S removal and over 90% of total odour 

removal. In addition, large field erected units are 

guaranteed against corrosion for 10 years.

To treat wastewater, Biorem’s environmen-

tally friendly biotrickling systems can remove 

water soluble pollutants without the use of harm-

ful chemicals. These efficient systems boast low 

operating costs and will result in energy savings 

due to their low pressure drop.

For more difficult applications, multi-stage 

systems combine Biorem’s biofilter and biotrick-

ling systems to handle the complex odours 

of various municipal wastewater treatment 

processes. The first stage involves a customiz-

able biotrickling filter as a roughing scrubber to 

remove H2S, then allowing the biofilter to con-

centrate on organic sulfides and VOCs. With a 

variety of reactor types, these solutions can be 

Temp-Press, Inc.
Since 1989

DISTRIBUTOR OF COMPONENTS & SYSTEMS

585.235.6160 

Temp-Press Inc. was established in 1989 and provides

 a line of industrial products including pressure gauges,

 steam filters, steam traps, filtration equipment, valves, 
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tailored to suit the client’s budget and delivery 

requirements. The water recirculation system 

reduces water consumption.

Moreover, Biorem offers a line of reliable bio-

gas conditioning systems to protect equipment 

from damage caused by pollutants for wastewa-

ter, landfill and agricultural applications. The client 

focused company’s sampling and gas analysis ser-

vices ensure that the right treatment is selected for 

the customer’s needs. While biogas systems can 

increase the longevity of downstream equipment, 

biogas emissions can be converted to a valuable 

source of alternate energy. 

Biorem also offers custom solutions for com-

posting facilities and anaerobic digestion, whether 

the client needs to retrofit their equipment or 

design a new greenfield facility. 

The company, which has underwent many 

changes since its inception, also has plans to 

expand the solutions they offer.

“Now our focus is on trying to add value to 

a few key markets. What goes hand in hand with 

that quite often is the need to develop new prod-

ucts and technology to go after those markets. 

We have a robust product development program 

underway,” Webb adds.

The future of 
environmental solutions
While some businesses and municipalities seem 

to embrace environmental solutions, we asked 

“NE CONTROLS #1 IN TECHNICAL
AND ON SITE FIELD SUPPORT!”

- Robert M. Henniger, Cheif Operator, Village of Potsdam, Water/Wastewater Treatment Plants Since 1998

Designing & Manufacturing
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We design & manufacture custom controls for both machinery
protection and process control. We o�er site speci�c, one-of-
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N.E. Controls, LLC o�ers a broad range of innovative solutions 

to meet your manufacturing needs. Whether big or small, 

projects are executed with precision, in accordance
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composite products such
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Webb if he believes that this is a general trend.

“I think certain companies are headed that 

way. Part of the problem is that there’s not 

enough incentive to do it. While I’d like to believe 

we’re all headed in that direction, it’s a bit more 

complicated than that. That’s where I think the 

government can play a beneficial role in enacting 

sound policy encouraging people to adopt envi-

ronmental technology,” he remarks. 

Further, Webb stresses the interconnec-

tion of environmental issues, which should 

be addressed in a holistic manner rather than 

treated individually, and considered from the 

moment a facility is being constructed.

“The issue of water, waste or energy—they’re 

not separate issues. They are all interconnected. 

And when building a facility, if you look at the 

environment as a separate issue, you get inef-

ficient, costly designs. But, if you integrate 

environmental solutions into the early planning 

process, you end up with a much more efficient, 

cost-effective design integrated with the building 

envelope,” says Webb. CBJ

www.biorem.biz 
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